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From the Principal’s Desk 

Student leadership at GMS truly 

reflects the quality of students 

we have in our wonderful school. 

The students who have been          

invested have gone through        

interviews and a very rigorous 

selection process.  It is most             

important that we get the           

selection of our student leaders 

right, for they have an active role 

in decision-making across the 

school. It is they who decide the 

school climate, the improvement 

projects and make our school a 

place where students want to be, 

where every child feels safe,           

happy and like they belong.  

Students, congratulations to you on being inducted into these very            

important leadership positions. You each have been recognised for your 

personal leadership characteristics. Great leaders don’t set out to be just 

leaders…. they set out to make a difference. It’s never about the role – it’s 

always about the goal. Leadership is about the decisions you make and the 

actions that you take each day. A badge is not to be worn with arrogance 

but with humility. Good leaders use power to empower the powerless.  

A big part of leadership has a lot to do with communication. There is 

enough evidence to suggest that communication follows the 55, 38, 7 

Mehrabian rule. 55% of what you communicate is through your actions, 

your facial expressions, what you are wearing and how you are wearing it 

(simply translated, your uniform - how smartly you are turned out and how 

you are groomed), your gestures, your posture – how you carry yourself! 

38% is in the tone, pitch, the speed and the rhythm of your voice. An               

incredible 93% of what you communicate is non-verbal. What you actually 

say – the words that you speak - makes up only 7% of all communication.  

This year you have a great opportunity to forge your own style of leader-

ship, and to change the status quo!  

Have a clear understanding of your role; work with passion; and have the 

ability to make others feel charged and energized. 

Keep lines of communication open so those you are in charge of feel free 

to share concerns and ideas. 

Through your moral strength, be an inspiration; motivating others to be 

good human beings – good human beings who are compassionate, and 

who value and respect others. 

And, most important of all, stand up for what is right, even when it means 

that you are standing alone, not bowing to peer pressure. It is about being 

accountable to those you serve. 

We wish you the best for all the challenges that lie ahead of you.  
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Starting off, it was the year 2012 when a student who had never experi-
enced life outside India, travelled to the UAE and witnessed an entirely 
new world. For him, his first school entrance exams were very challeng-
ing, besides, he was the one who used to cry and be naughty most of the 
times.  
This is his story… the bygone days of Abhi Sharma, who is now standing 
before you all with overwhelming pride and contentment for being the 
newly elected HEAD BOY of GEMS MILLENIUM SCHOOL, Sharjah for the 
academic year 2020-2021. This wouldn’t have happened without the 
support of my lovely parents and of course my amazing school. 
The 8-year long journey with GMS is ever cherishable.  
Our school with its name GMS, is closest to GEMS and in alignment with 
it, in quality too, it has proved its worth in rendering effective education 
in the best way possible, throughout all these years.  
Even though we have been through a predicament these days, we have 

managed to conduct this wonderful and novel Virtual Prefectural Investi-

ture Ceremony, and on behalf of all the students of GMS, I would like to 

render my heart felt gratitude to our dear Principal, the SLT and our 

school staff. 

Being the Deputy Head Boy, I’d learnt many new ideals through a variety 
of experiences, for the past one year. But the one which persists in my 
mind always is never to fear, instead take up every challenges and re-
sponsibilities that come to me as a young leader and treat them as my 
obligations. I am really happy to admire my dear seniors- MY GURUS, 
the exemplary leaders who paved the way of encouragement for me. 
 
It is said that - An individual’s success requires the involvement of many 
other skillful hands than that of the person’s own - FOR MINE, THE 
CREDIT GOES TO MY SUPERB TEACHERS who have inculcated a valuable 
message in my mind... 
“IF YOU SWEAT HARD IN THE PRACTICE, THE GAME WOULD BECOME 
EASIER FOR YOU”. 
I would like to express my sincere gratefulness for all the hard work put 
in, by the TEAM GMS for my successful fruition. 
 
Let me take you through a story …Once there were 2 lumps of carbon, 
one lost hope and had let the conditions to define who he was and was 
finally burnt at someone’s fireplace, but at the same time the other one 
rose in its prevailing conditions and grew in brilliance and radiance.  
The same holds true to all my fellow members of the prefectural board, 
who have worked hard to showcase their brilliance in every possible 
situation and you have reaped the harvest for your hard work. Let’s keep 
aflame the torch of GMS together with the brightest illumination and 
live our days here joyfully as we step onto the ladder of leadership. Now 
wishing you all the very best for the upcoming years to prove the es-
sence of your leadership quality with utmost commitment and dedica-
tion. 
 
I would like to end my speech with a quote to be shared during this 
unprecedented time to evoke our thoughts- “CORONA HERE CORONA 
THERE, BUT PLEASE DO SPARE, SOME TIME TO THANK OUR 
HEALTHCARE, WORKING FOR OUR WELFARE....AND YES. EVERYBODY 
PLEASE DO TAKE CARE”…….STAY SAFE, STAY HEALTHY!!  

Our Head Boy’s First Speech……. Our Head Girl’s First Speech……. 

“I have a dream.” . These famous words became a part of the inspiring speech by the 

great Martin Luther King in the 1960s. I too have dreams. From a very young age, I idol-

ized the senior student leaders and dreamt of stepping into their shoes. But I not only 

wanted to grow up and be a leader, I also wished to develop as a person and become a 

contributing member of the society. Although I have spent only couple of years at GMS, it 

very soon became a second home for me. Every moment spent here has become another 

enriching story to tell. GMS has become my defining identity. It is a place for students, 

where there is always the freedom of thoughts and words. Thus, my growth here, my 

changing outlook with a mature perception has shaped the vision of my future. From 

dreaming in black and white, GMS empowered me to dream in colors. 

I learnt that it is important 

"To dream the impossible dream,  

To fight the unbeatable foe, 

To bear with unbearable sorrow, 

To run where the brave dare not go. 

To try when your arms are too weary, 

To reach the unreachable star.” 

I no longer fear of burning bridges because GMS has taught me how to build my own. 

Good evening one and all present here. I, Shivna Bhatia, feel exceptionally honoured and 

privileged to be appointed as the Head Girl of Gems Millennium School, Sharjah 

As a child, if you have read fictional tales, you would know that there are characters who 

always seem to be by your side. If my memory serves me right, we refer to them as guard-

ian angels. The guardian angels in my story are no different. If this is anything in return to 

what I have received, here is a heartfelt extension of all my gratitude to each one of you. 

To our Principal, Headmistress, Supervisors and Teachers – I thank you from the core of 

my heart for instilling confidence in me, making me believe in my abilities, entrusting me 

with the responsibility of Head Girl and providing me the opportunity to serve the school.  

Above all, my parents and my brother - words can do no justice to the love and emotions I 

possess in my heart for you. Mom and Dad, thank you for your constant support and 

guidance. I hope I always make you proud. With great power, comes great responsibility. I 

believe that a leader is one whose courage to fulfill the vision comes from passion, not 

position. It is the influence and not the authority. I see the role of Head Girl as that of 

responsibility, discipline, sincerity, kindness and empathy. These are the pillars on which 

my ideals are based. As a student leader, I take it as my responsibility to align student’s 

conduct and behavior with the principles and expectations of the school. Moreover, en-

courage them towards greater involvement in school activities; motivate them to use the 

opportunities provided by the school and participate with both zeal to learn and a spirit to 

excel.  

Coming together is the beginning, keeping together is progress, working together is suc-

cess. We will have to concede that one can go fast alone, but to go further, we must walk 

together with a spirit of collaboration, camaraderie and mutual respect. I assure you that I 

will leave no stone unturned to support you, my fellow mates to empower yourself and 

build bridges on your own to achieve your true potential. There will be many challenges 

ahead and I am looking forward to them. 
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DEPUTY ECO CAPTAIN 

DIVYANSH  SHETTY 

DEPUTY SPORTS CAPTAIN 

LEVITA  KRIS  
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ANULOME  KISHORE 

SUMMER HOUSE VICE  CAPTAIN 

SHREYA  SIJI  

SUMMER HOUSE VICE  CAPTAIN 

TRRISHMAN SINGH BASOOR 

AUTUMN HOUSE VICE  CAPTAIN 

NAMEERA  TAHER 

AUTUMN HOUSE VICE  CAPTAIN 

HARISH  RAHAVENDAR 

WINTER  HOUSE VICE CAPTAIN 
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WINTER  HOUSE VICE CAPTAIN 
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SPRING HOUSE VICE  CAPTAIN 
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SPRING  HOUSE VICE  CAPTAIN 
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KRISH GUPTA 
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WINTER  HOUSE PREFECT 

AISHWARYA BALAKRISHNAN 

WINTER  HOUSE  PREFECT 

RIZWANUL ABIDIN ASIM 

SPRING  HOUSE PREFECT 

SHARVI ARORA 

SPRING  HOUSE PREFECT 
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ANDRIA VINOD 

AUTUMN  HOUSE DEPUTY PREFECT 

SAMARTH SHETTY 

WINTER  HOUSE DEPUTY PREFECT 

RIDA ZAHID  

WINTER  HOUSE  DEPUTY PREFECT 

PRANAY BAPNA 

SPRING  HOUSE DEPUTY PREFECT 

DIYA LAKSHMI  

SPRING  HOUSE DEPUTY PREFECT 
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Our School Council President’s First 

Speech….. 

I am deeply grateful to the school's leadership team for en-

trusting me with the post of President of the School Council. 

I would like to sincerely thank my teachers, our Supervisor, 

Hajarah ma'am, our Headmistress, Vinita ma'am and our 

inspiring Principal Teresa ma'am.  

 

However, today is not about one person. Today is about 

celebrating leadership. But what does it mean to be a lead-

er? To be a leader is to embody hope itself, and to instill 

confidence in others in the face of the toughest of challeng-

es. It is to take none of the credit, but all of the blame. It is 

to be the definition of dedication, determination and disci-

pline.   

 

Being a leader isn't an easy job. It takes every bit of effort 

you can put in, and then some. It is an art that many spend 

years mastering. We have been fortunate enough to be 

provided with this golden opportunity to acquire the skills of 

leadership. Selecting a representative requires trust, and 

your classmates have chosen to put their trust in you.  

Each person has their own strengths and weaknesses, opin-

ions and thoughts, hopes and dreams; and as leaders, we 

must be aware of their strengths, voice their opinions and 

help them reach their goals the best we can. Even in these 

testing times, we must remain headstrong and optimistic. 

Because like viruses, optimism can be contagious, and a little 

positivity can make all the difference.  

 

So to all my fellow members of the School Council, I implore 

you all to live up to what it means to be a good leader. After 

all, a goal without a plan is just a wish, and any plan execut-

ed under the right leadership, is a good one. Thank you. 

 

I am Priyanka Parimelazhagan, President of the School Council for the 

year 2020- 2021. 

As I stand here and recall my journey over the 8 years I’ve spent in 

GMS, I can say it has been an extremely enriching one which has mold-

ed me into the person I am today. I vividly remember, on the 14th of 

May 2015, I was invested with my first badge, a House Prefect. I 

watched with awe as the, then Head Boy and Head Girl led us, the con-

tingent. A sense of utmost pride and honour on their faces.  

2 years later, the highly unexpected happened. I had been announced 

as the Sports Captain. But this proved to be a great learning experience 

for me, a 9th grader, to be working with peers in 11th grade, my seniors. 

Moreover, I found it a platform to express my concerns, motivate oth-

ers to sign up for activities, and encourage them to give their best shot 

at it. 

Yet again, today, I have been conferred with a great sense of responsi-

bility and I hope to lead our school to soaring heights and bring out the 

best in my schoolmates.  

It is with extreme gratitude, I thank the Senior Leadership Team for 

investing me with this and I will  ensure to fulfill my duties with utmost 

sincerity. I would also like to thank my parents and teachers for instil-

ling in me, abilities which have helped reach this goal. 

I take pleasure in congratulating every other student leader who has 

been invested today. Although the best reward for hard work is that 

personal sense of achievement, it is always encouraging to have your 

successes publicly acknowledged. 

In the light of the current COVID-19 situation, I can’t promise you we 

will have the easiest journey, but I can promise you that whatever the 

challenge may be, we will face it together and I will always lend an ear 

to you. But we must always remember not to let any challenges, get 

the better of us. 

Everyone is unique in their own way, and each experience is different. 

Together as a team, we must strive to apply our strengths to the work. 

Moreover, working as a team should improve the sense of responsibil-

ity and must remind us that our individual performances affects that of 

the group.  

Our School Council President’s First 

Speech….. 
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SREYASH  RAVINUTHALA 

VICE - PRESIDENT - SCHOOL COUNCIL 

HANNA ABDUL MAJEED  

VICE - PRESIDENT - SCHOOL COUNCIL 

FAHAD SHABBIR PATEL 

5B 

JOSEPH AUGUSTINE 

5B1 

KRISHNAMIKA KRISHNAKUMAR 

NAIR 

5G1 
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5G1 

ETHAN MANOJ 

6B 

ISHAAN ABBIREDDI 

6B1 

MUHAMMAD FAAIZ ANWAR 

6B2 

ISHAAN VIJAYKUMAR MALI 

6B3 

RAYNA MISHRA 

6G 
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PARVATHY  PRADEEP MENON 

6G1 

AKANSHA SUMITH 

6G2 

SHANE JOE SOJY UKKEN 

7B 

AYDIN ASIF KALLANGODAN 

7B2 

MOHAMMAD ABDUL RAZZAQ SIDDIQUE 

7B3 

ADVAITH ANOOP KUMAR 

7B1 
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MARIYA ALI RAZA  

7G 

MAHEK AZIM HAJWANE 

7G1 

RAIMA  KEWLANI  

7G2 

ALTHAMISH PULIKAVALIYAVEEDU THANHEER 

8B 

SIVA BALAN SARAVANAKUMAR 

8B1 

ISAAC PAUL 

8B2 
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DISHITA ASHOK BANSAL 

8G2 

APARAGITHA RAMA MURALI 

8G 

AARYA ABHIJIT SANKPAL 

8G1 

THANMAY PREBEESH 

9B 

ABHIRAM SARITH BHARATH 

9B1 

GOVIND RAJESHKUMAR PILLAI 

9B2 
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RIDA KADAVANTHODE SHANI 

9G 

MEGHA SAJITH MAYA 

9G1 

HIMANISH SUBHASH CHOTHE 

10B 

JEREMIAH ABRAHAM BINOI 

10B1 

ALHENA ASIF KALLANGODAN 

10G 

IFRAH REHMAN 

10G1 
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STEPHERT OLIVER PINTO 

11B1 

DENVER EARL DSA 

11B2 

ANN JOE THARAKAN 

11G1 

ZUHA ANJUM SHAIK 

11G2 

BHAVISH KUMAR  

12B1 

AMSHITH SANATH BHARATHAN 

12B2 
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ANNABEL MARIAM BENNY 

12G1 

CHRISTINE REA BINU 

12G2 
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We all have been sheltering in our homes for a long time now. At GMS, we are mindful to keep our children safe 

online, as they take to their laptops and iPads to stay connected, learn and entertain themselves. They are in an in-

creased risk of online harassment, sexual abuse and exploitations.  

The COVID pandemic has created a perfect storm for online predators to lure children who are lonely, confused and 

maybe looking for validation.  

Here are a few easy tips to keep them safe: 

1.  Open Communication:  

Let us start by saying this, the most important safety measures is to have an open communication with your children 

at home. Talk to them about what is going on in their lives online and who they are engaging with, work with your 

children to establish rules on how long they can be online and encourage daily activities that do not require screens. 

Get them up and moving! 

2.  Use Protective Tools:  

Check that your child’s devise is running the latest software, antivirus programs and that privacy settings are in place. 

Keep the Webcams covered when not in use! For younger children, set up parental controls and use tools like SAFE 

SEARCH on Google.  

3.  Watch what they share: 

Help children to learn to keep personal information private, especially from strangers. Children should never provide 

a photo or their full name to use learning resources online. 

4.  Look out for warning signs: 

Watch out for signs of distress in the child such as becoming withdrawn, upset, secretive or depressed. It might be 

connected with their increased online activity.  

5.  Report Cyber Bullying: 

Be familiar with the School Safeguarding and Bullying policies, also have the contact numbers of support helplines 

and hotlines handy to report cyber bullying or inappropriate content.  

So, remain alert, keep the open communication going and do let us know if you need any help! 

TIPS FOR PARENTS 

BY OUR SCHOOL COUNSELLOR  -  MS. SHERIN JAYAKUMAR 


